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State drinking age
is on its way to 21
Remember the good old
days? Remember happy
hours? Remember "twofer-ones" and ladies
nights?
In the state of Kansas
these have all gone the
way of the Tin Lizzie and
stove-top hats. They are a
thing of the past.
Kansas drinking laws :
underwent a radical
change during last year's
legislative session and
those new laws went into
effect in July.
The changes in the state
laws came about after
federal legislation . The
federal laws required states
to raise the legal drinking
age to 21 by 1987,or face
the loss of federal highway
funds .
The changes in the laws
include a rise in the legal
drinking age to 19 for
those persons born before
July 1, 1966 and to 21 for
those born after July 1,
1966.
Penalties for tho s e
under age who attempt to
purchase cereal malt
beverages include a fine
from $100 to $250, 40
hours of public service or
both.
Eighteen year olds may
work in a restaurant (which
derives not less than 50
percent of its receipts from
food) , convenience store
or liquor store , but they
may not work in a place
which sells only cereal malt
beverages.
The Legislature also
placed bans on drink
promotions. These laws
prohibit such activities as:
offering or serving free
drinks ; serving more than
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two drinks to anyone
person at a time; offering, "
selling or servinq unlimited
quantities of cereal malt
beverages at a fixed price; ,
increasing the size of a ~
drink without increasing
the price proportionately;
offering, selling or serving
a drink to any person or
persons for less than the
price charged to the
general public on the same
day.
Jon Schmidt, co-owner
of Partytown and the Limit,
was upset when the new
laws were passed. He said
they infringe on individual
rights.
Schmidt said he agrees ' "
,. . >
that there is a drinking .~/-< .> ~ ,.~. " . ;'~ ,
problem, but the number :~~~:~~~C~;~~~r:::~~
~
of deaths due to drinking ,"~~~~;t: ' " f
and driving will not be .. ~,,; ,; . ';" .: ~
,
affected by Kansas' new ~: . , : 7 '" ,' '/ .
laws.
"Taking away people's '
rights away is not a
solution," he said.
New laws concerning ,
drunk driving, underage
drinking, selling alcohol to ,
minors, providing .IDs to
The first line of the popular Fort Hays State student,
minors and giving drinks to '
an intoxicated person were anthem could be changed from "In Heaven there is no' .'
also passed by the beer" to ':At Fort Hays there is no beer" after action taken .
during the summer by the cereal malt beverage ~
legislature.
Hays Police Capt. Don' committee.
Deines said most of the
The state drinking laws were changed during the
enforcement of the new summer and made it illegal for those born after July 1,
laws fell to the Department 1966 to purchase alcohol of any kind. In response to that .
of Alcohol Beverages law, as well as a growing trend around the country for '
Control.
tougher drinking laws, the committee drew up a policy that .
"The liquor laws are prohibits drinking ~r selling alcohol on campus.
covered by the state," he
said. "If we get a complaint
Dr. Bill Jellison, vice president for student affairs, was on .' ..
or catch
someone the committee.
.
':I . '
(violating the laws) we will
notify the state . All liquor
"Our new policy reflects compliance with the law and t~e ' .
laws are handled by the university's stand on the issue. Our goal is to make thiS
ABC."
work in an educational manner that's not confrontive," he
said.
>'
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University responds to .
state law; no alcohol
allowed on campus
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Munke L.glad the policy.went into ettect.
"The neat thing is thaUhis has rnade us more aware 01
the drinking problem than 'lie were before," Munkel s~Jd..
'" ve seen a lot Q.!..QeoQ!e leave FAC-dru r]s, and.I'm.a.lot
more com ortable knowing we wO..D't hav§LReoRJ.gleaving
~h e re drunk. If one Qerson does.nJ g~JJsille.d, itsj~ojjh it."
Jim Nu ent.JJ.ou_sLog djrector._overseE:ts thaBackdoor.
HelOOkS uRon the new J29,!icy__q~LaO _opportunity _to_do.
something-ior students who cao~LdriQkJe.9.cilly. and_loI
those who don't choose to drink.
- "Personally, I thinK parents of our -students all over
western Kansas/will stand up and cheer (the policy)," he
said. "it's a fact that 18-year olds can no longer drink
legally. I think it's the university's obligation to provide
social opportunities for freshmen to mingle 'w ith each
other and upperclassmen." .
,
.
Union director Steve Wood said events held at the "
union would have alternatives to alcohol such as fruit
continued on page 266
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Laws force competition for local bar owners ,
Charles Dickens once
wrote, "If that is the law
then the law is a(n) ass."
In contrast, Hays bar
owners have adopted their
own slogan: if that is the
law, then let's save our...
While Hays bar owners
almost unanimously despised the laws handed
them in 1985, they all had
to adjust.
The Home, once the
Home I (an 18 bar) and the
Home II (a private club)
combined in 1985 to form
one large private club. This
was done as the result of a
continued from page 265

law that graduallyraised the
age to 21 for all alcohol
consumption in Kansas.
Largely for the same
reason, Morrie Pfeifer sold
Judge McGreevy's, a 3.2
bar on Vine Street, and
opened a 21 club on Main
Street.
"It was the forthcoming
law, definitely, that pushed
me into the 21 business,"
Pfeifer said.
Meanwhile, OJ's, the
largest 3.2 bar in Hays,
combated the new law by
continuing to allow 18year-olds into the bar, and
raising its cover charge.

OJ's advertised, "18 year
olds can dance, but they
just can't drink."
The law also prohibited
bar and club owners from
offering "drink and drown"
specials, which offer the
incentive to drink large
quantities.
The restrictive laws have
caused fierce competition
among bar owners. They
have also caused bar
owners to look for
violations of the laws by
competitors.
"I had to call the ABC
(Alcohol Beverage Control)
nearby
on them (a

FHSU organizations be permitted to
expend organizational funds to
purchase cereal malt beverages off-

based drinks.
The new policy also prohibits
campus organizations
from
purchasing
alcohol
wit h
organizational funds. This had an
adverse effect on some campus
groups.
"We are a part of Fort Hays State,"
1. No beer will be sold
Jim Costigan, Memorial Union
on university property.
Activities Board music committee
2. Student organizations
chairman, said. "Whatever Fort Hays'
are prohibited from using
policy is after it goes through the
their organization funds to
system is what we do.
purchase beer or alcoholic
"We don't say we like it and we
beverages off-campus.
don't say we don't like it. We abide by
3. Beer may not be
the policy."
consumed
on campus
In the past Marketing Club sold
except as noted.
beer at Oktoberfest and hosted an
4. Canned beer may be
annual beer bash. Due to the policy,
possessed and consumed
that is no longer possible. Jim Groth,
by students living in the
president of the group, said last year
residence
h a II s,
Marketing Club began a campaign to
sorority/fraternity houses
change their image, and he thinks
and Wooster Place if they
the new policy may help their
are
of
legal
age.
reputation.
Consumption is to be only
Jellison said he got some feedback
in the individual's roo m.
from campus groups, but not much.
Living
groups
may
"These people voiced mainly two
develop
rules
which
concerns," he said. "One, that they
prohibit drinking.
are not able to buy beer as an
Alcoholic beverages,
organization for off-campus events.
other than
3.2
beer,
They feel this is not the university's
continue to be banned
business .
from all university property
"Secondly they don't think it is fair
except as provided by law.
to have absolutely dry activities."
In response to student concerns,
the Student Government Association campus and to sell cereal malt
passed a resolution about the policy. beverages off-campus, (2.) MUAB
The resolution suggested that (1 .) should have the right to sell beer on-

Fort Hays
Alcohol Policy
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competitor) once. I don't
know what ever came of it,"
Pfeifer said. Pfeifer said he
. reported the bar when they '
offered pitchers of,beer for
one nickel. Pfeifer thought '
that violated the drink and
drown clause.
Pfeifersaid he, as well as
other bar owners, knows of
many violations made by ,
those in the Hays liquor
industry. And while he
does not like the new laws,
he said he has to abide by
them and hates to see
someone get away with a
violation.
"A lot of clubs aren't

campus in accordance with state laws
at special occasions or events where
the purpose of the event is not solely
to consume beer and (3.) An office of '
FHSU would oversee and allow some
organizations to serve cereal malt
beverages and would make sure
those groups complied with certain
criteria.
The resolution was taken to faculty
senate and was not approved by that
group. The changes were also not ,
approved by the cereal malt · :·
beverage commitee and the original .
policy was finally approved in the .
spring.
Mark Giese, associate professor of
health, physical education and
recreation , is a member of th e
committee . He said FHSU has a
reputation in the state legislature of '
being a beer guzzling school.
He is opposed to any drinking on
campus because of drinking
problems with individuals.
"According to statistics, there are .,
30 faculty and 112 students on this
campus who are alcoholics becau. e
of the consumption of beer," Giese
said.
He said by offering beer to
students, the university is not
helping the problem. "From a
philosophical position, which is better
in the long run, (not offering beer or
contributing to alcoholism?)"
"It is hard to be fair to everybody
Jellison said. "We spent dozens of
hours trying to come up with this and
we tried to be fair to everyone."
I "
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going by the rules and I
wish they would," Pfeifer
.said. "When they don't,
and they get away with it,
it's just money in their
~ pocket and that's not fair."
Pfeifer said he thinks
, there are presently too
' many large clubs in Hays
~ and foresees problems for
them in the future. He said
he thinks some of the 3.2
;bc,rs now in existence will
last when the age tops out
at 21. But of one of them
[he said, "perhaps would
make a good shopping
" maiL"
Home owner Kenny .

Gottschalk, having adjusted his bar for the new
laws, said there is nothing
more he can do.
"It's kind of cut and
dried," Gottschalk said.
And while he does not
feel his business is directly
threatened by the new
laws, Gottschalk said the
whole thing sets a bad
precedent.
"I think the biggest asset
this town has is Fort Hays
State. Any time you inter-

Bars such as
the Brass Rail
did not los e
their apreal to
the lega drinkIn~ age
crowd
this year, but
some local bar
owners
fear
more competition and clo sin~s
as
the
drinking
age
goes up. (photo
by Monty Davis)

Student lined
the bar at the
Brass Rail on
many nights.
The new drinking
laws restricting
some people
from drinking did
not deter other
:.tudents from
drinking. (photo
by Monty Davis)
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Policy changes
rules of game
for MUAB

The sparse crowd at Wheatstock was attributed to the new campus cereal
malt beverage policy. (photo by Monty Davis)

For years, the Memorial Union
Activities Board has ' provid ed
entertainment for the students at Fort
Hays State. This year was no
exception.
But for those students who went to
MUAB functions thinking they could
drink alcohol, they were disappointed.
In an Oct. 25, 1985 story printed in
the University Leader, LB. Da r..,
director of MUAB, said attendance at
both the Welcome Back Dance and
Wheatstock was down because of
the policy. He said the low
attendance resulted in a loss of
money for the organization.
"When we made up our budget last
November (1984), we planned o~sn
the income from those events. Weore
still playing the same game, but they
changed the rules on us," Dent said.
Because of the policy change, this
year instead of sponsoring the
Welcome Back Dance on campus,
MUAB decided to sponsor it at DJs,
which is four blocks away from
campus.
"We won't be holding the welcome
back dances here any longer. The
one at DJs seemed to work out well
so we'll plan to do some events like
that," Dent said.
Dent said because of the policy,
MUAB was forced to eliminate the
"suds" part of Suds and Flicks, an
MUAB function where beer was
served while students watched '
movies.
However, Steve Wood, director of
the Memorial Union, said it was not
just the new drinking policy on
The policy banning drinking at
campus events did not stop th o s e
students who were listening to the
band at
the Tribedoozeatuga-Ion
festivities in May. I.B. Dent, director
of student avlivities, said
th.e
Memorial Union Activities Board wIll
no longer ~ b e holding their traditional
Welcome Back dance on campus.
Instead it will be held at a local bar
because the turnout will be better.
(photo by Monty Davis)
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campus that made Suds and Flicks probably made MUAB more creative
less popular. He said the popularity of than it was in the past.
video cassette rentals and first-run
"Before, we could just throw a band
· movies are also factors that hurt and some beer out there and people
attendance at the flicks.
would be entertained," he said. "Now
Dent said to compensate for any we have to be a bit more creative."
Dent said MUAB may even cancel
loss in attendance, MUAB has and
will continue to combine smaller Wheatstock for a few years.
events making them into larger
"We probably won't even ho Id
events, hopefully drawing larger Wheatstock for a couple of years.
crowds. One example of this type of When everything turns 21, we will
event was the Tribedoozeatugalon.
probably start that up again," he said.
"The Tribedoozeatugalon was "We'll just have to feel things out.
where we held May Madness,
. "Something good will come out of
oozeball and the RHA races all in one ' this all," he said. "We have three
day," he said . "It's nice to have : painful years of transition, but we
different groups on campus work , already have one behind us."
, together on events like these."
Dent said the drinking policy has

Policy also has effect on smaller groups

re
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The annual Oktoberfest festivities
have been billed as a celebration of
Ellis County's Volga-German
heritage. For many Fort Hays State
students, it means a day off from
classes when they can sample a bit of
German culture and American beer.
This year, however, Oktoberfest
was one example of how the new
campus policy on drinking affected
some campus organizations.
According to the new policy,
organizations may not use group
funds to purchase alcohol, and they
may not sell alcohol.
Dr, Bill Jellison, vice president for
student affairs, said that although it is
not explicitly stated in the policy,
qroups may not sell cereal malt
beverages.
This prevented three groups -Block and Bridle, Marketing Club and
Rodeo Club -- who sold beer last last
year from using this as a moneymaking project this year.
"We did not have a booth (at
, Oktobertest) due to the fact that we
not able to sell cereal malt
beverages," Jim Groth, president of
" Marketing Club , said. "We weren 't
prepared for this and didn't have time
to look into something else and
check out another product."
Last year Block and Bridle and

"me

Rodeo Club operated a booth
together. This year Block and Bridle
had planned on having their own
booth, but neither group did.
"This wasn't our decision," Neal
Beetch, president of Block and
Bridle, said. "Because of the policy
we didn't have a booth."
The group had considered selling
pork burgers, which they had sold in
previous years, but decided against
it.
"The most we made on pork
burgers was $100 to $150," Beetch
said. "It's not worth it for all the work
we do."
Terry Heina, president of Rodeo
Club, wasn't sure what went into the
decision for his group, but he said
they did lose money by not having an
Oktoberfest booth .
Block and Bridle stands to lose
even more. Last year the group made
$500 and Beetch said they may have
made as much as $1,000 this year if
they had a booth by themselves .
"We're in a bind due to a loss of
revenue," Beetch said.
Groth said he estimated Marketing
Club will end up losing about $450 by
not being able to sell beer.
Previously they hosted annual beer
bashes to raise money and now this

is also prohibited.
"It's a loss of money and it hurts,"
he said.
Groth said that the group does not
support the new policy, but is
working within its guidelines. Last
year the group began an effort to
change their image and the new
policy may help the group with this
campaign.
"We do not aim to cause friction
with the school or with the law," he
said.
The new policy also affected
sororities and fraternities . Jim
Costigan, a member of the Alpha
Kappa Lambda fraternity, said the
new laws did not drastically affect
their drinking habits.
"We don't let people get toxic and
drive anyway," Costigan said. If it
(intoxication) does happen, we have
them stay overnight and sleep it off.
"There are two reasons why we
have always done this. First we like
these people and we don't want to
see them driving and maybe getting
killed . Also there is the legal
standpoint to consider. If they get
drunk and drive and die, that's our:
suit. This is not a change in policy for "
us."
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The night before Ii ekets went on sale for the
Alabama concert, stu, dents lined up on the lawn
outside the Memorial Union. Many did not stay
within the guidelines of
the new cereal
malt
beverage policy.
Deb
Frazier, Coldwater junior,
takes her turn at staying
warm with a swig from a
boUle. (photo by Paul
Hernandez)
.

Alabama concert did not pose a
problem in enforcing new policy

.~

Some hide bottles in their boots. Others fiJI medicine
bottles wit~,alco~ol. Sorl}e just slip the bottles unde,rtheir
shirts. Regardless of the method, if they are deterinined
to drink concert-goers usually manage to get alcohol into
Gross MemorialColiseum, despite regulations against it.
. The concerts this year, though, presented .fewer
problems for the Memorial Union Activities Board, who
puts on the concerts.
"I think the whole campus has a minimum amount of
alcohol visible," LB. Dent, director of MUAB: "said.
"Compared to other schools, we really have very little
problems with alcohol."
Dent said the Alabama concert had even less alcohol
.than the either the Marshall Tucker or John Cafferty and
the Beaver Brown Band concerts.
"I knew we would have less problems because of the
mixed crowd," he said. "This concert had a lot of older
people and children, I think young people would feel
ridiculous about drinking in a crowd like that."
Sid Carlile, university security officer agreed.
"Look at the group of people we have here," Carlile
said. "You have an older age group. The average age is
probably 30. Also it's Sunday so it (alcohol) is not
available."
Unlike other concerts, security workers did not frisk
concert-goers. Dent said this was his decision.
"I don't like to frisk people," Dent said. "You also don't
frlsk the bank presldent from a small town, or his wife;.I
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think the older people would object. You can't frisk some
and not all, so we didn't frisk.
it We didn't want to be selective, but we did hold the right
to search...it was printed on the back of the tickets."
Dent said three or four people were caught with alcohol, .
but the problem did not get out of hand.
"Anyone caught with alcohol will be asked to leave,"
Carlile said. "We have the same policy about alcohol that
we've always had. We usually have a session with security
workers and tell them what to do about alcohol.
"We aren't here strictly for enforcement, a lot of our job
is public relations and for assisting people."
. Dent said he thinks the mood is shifting in the country
towards less drinking.
"We had almost no alcohol after Alabama," he said. ''We
had hardly any after Tucker and Cafferty. I was amazed
that there was so little.
Those groups attracted a different type of people. At a
rock show we're going to frisk, we didn't even frisk that
much at Cafferty or Tucker. It wasn't heavy rock, and it
doesn't bring out the bad drinkers."
Some drinkers don't even get much attention if they are
spotted. Dent said only those people who cause trouble
are usually noticed.
"I don't mind the quiet drunks. They don't cause trouble
and we usually don't even know they're here," Dent said.
"It's the people who throw things and get out of hand that
I'm concerned with."

Sports and drinking
are hard to mix
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Partying until the early morning
hours is a part of college life for many
students. Some of the Fort Hays
State athletes have found this part of
college life to be restricting.
Although there is not a general
policy governing the dr.inking habits
of athletes, each coach carries their
own informal policy that they apply to
their teams.
Jody Wise, women's softball and
volleyball coach, has an unwritten
rule for her players.
"I tell them they can have up to two
beers a day, if they want," Wise said.
"As for going out to bars and staying
out late, I really don't mind as long as
they don't come dragging into
practices all tired out."

Helen Miles, women's basketball
coach, doesn't have a strict rule but
expects performance from the team.
"I expect the girls to show up at
practice in good condition, ready for a
strenuous practice and mentally
prepared," Miles said. " I don't let
them drink excessively, but I don't
think one or two beers would hurt."
Although coaches would like the
players to keep their drinking to a
minimum, they find it hard to regulate.
"I don't want to make any rules that I
can't enforce. I would like to tell them
they can't drink any alcohol, but that
would be impossible to enforce, " Bill
Morse, men's basketball coach, said.
"The number one rule is to use good

judgement, don't embarrass the
team, the college or the coach. If they
do, action will be taken."
"There's no way to have a policy on
(drinking) . They're grown-ups in
college and they'll party if they want
to ," John Vincent, football coach ,
said .
"A lot of times if you tell them they
can't go out and party like the rest of
the college students, they'll do it
anyway," Wise said . "I have found
that the girls stick pretty close to my
rules."
Vern Henricks, baseball coach, has
a more relaxed outlook on what his
players do.
"They, of course, have to stay '
within the law, but they also have to
remember that they are representatives of FHSU baseball and the
college.
Some athletes find it hard to find
time to party
"We're so busy we really can't find
much time to party. It depends on
each person's individual schedule '
and how many academic hours they
have," Lynette Nichol, forward for the
womens basketball team, said.
"Everyone usually cuts loose at the
end of December because we don't
have any games and don't have to be
back until January."
Penalties await those who do break
the rules.
"If I find out they've broken my rule,
they'll be suspended from the
upcoming game. If it happens more
than once, they're out," Wise said.
Other coaches go by the severity
of the actions then take action
accordingly.
"If an incident were to occur where
it affects a players performance,
disciplinary action would be taken.
That could be anything from a verbal
reprimand to dismissal from the team,
depending on the action transpired,"
Vincent said.
The pressurenot only comes from
the coaches end.
"A lot of pressure from the other
players will be put on that player to
straighten up." Miles said.
Although athletes ', police the:mselves their fans· do not have any
qualm~ about indulging while watching
the athletes perform. (photo by Monty
Davis)
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Students are also on
the other side of the bar
Being a full-time student is enough
work for the average student but
there are several students 0 n
campus who go to school and work
the night shift at local clubs.
Alan Butler, Argonia junior, has
worked in night clubs for the past two
years. His first bartending job was at
the Limit , where he learned to
bartend.
"Learning to bartend was a lot
easier than I thought it would be,"
Butler said . " I trained for about a
. week and that same weekend, I had
to solo on Friday night.
"At first bartending was a lot of fun
but after the newness wears off, it's
really a royal pain." Butler said.
"When I worked at the Limit, I worked
Dan Fisher, Hays senior, mixes
drinks for his costumers at the
Home. Fisher is also a Fort Hays
State athlete as well as a student
and bartender. (photo by Monty
Davis)

I
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six nights a week while trying to hold
down fifteen hours at school,
"I would work from 8 p.m. to usually
4 a.m. and then I'd have to get up for
my 8:30 a.m. classes every day of the
week . At the beginning of the
semester, I was enrolled in fifteen
hou rs and by the end of the
semester, I had dropped down to
only nine hours."
Butler gave up his job at the Limit
after the late hours affected his
school work, but when the newly
remodelled Home opened up, he
took on a part time job and only
worked weekends as a bartender.
"I enjoy working at the Home a lot

more because it draws more of the
college crowd and I get to meet a lot
of people that I see on campus every
day. It does, however, still interfere
with my studies because it eats up my
weekends by working until 4 a.m.
"I always go home and go to bed as
soon as I get off work and get up and
eat dinner and go right back behind
the bar." Butler said.
"I don't regret working as a
bartender, although it is very time
consuming, because I know that
when I graduate and get my degree
in math that I'll become a member of
the normal working class," Butler
said.

Friday and 'Saturday nights, Main Street is lined with high sch?ol. and collegest~dents out "cruising." ~o",!e un~er age
, student say the new state laws have not stopped them from drinking, they have Jl.!st forced them to drink In their cars.
(photo by Monty Davis)

laws don't deter.sorne students from drinking

I

fQr some 18;;year-olds, not so much in Hays as in
the1new drinking policy that other' places, has prompwent.Jnto effect July 1., ted many 18-year-olds to
1985,- making,jtillegal for take their drinks back to
anyone born"a!terJune 30, their cars if they can't get in
1966 to purchase 3.2 a bar.
beer, is not working. '
Hedge believes the
In fact, they believe the drinking'policy for 18-yearpolicy tlas "only\made olds may actually be
things worse;",
making students feel they
Manyof Fort Hays State's have to drink their beer
18-ye,ar-oldsbelieve the behind the wheel in order
policy is unfair and should to avoid being caught.
be re-examined.
JoAnn Brown, Hays
Dennis Hedge, Studley freshman, said she knows
freshman, said,despite the of many under-aged peoppolicy a lot of drinking by Ie who get some of the ir
' older friends to purchase
18-year-olds still occurs,
"There's still a lot of beer for them.
drinking that goes 0 n,
"The people who aren't
even though it' probably old enough to buy beer will
shouldn't," Hedge said. get it anyway," Brown said.
"It's more of an 'under- "We usually just drive acover'deal.
, round and drink or go to
"I don't see that it's really someone's house."
stopped anything. Now it's
Jodi Piester, North
just more of a hidden Platte, Neb., freshman,
thing," he said.
agreed with Brown about
Hedge said the , policy, getting an older friend to

buy the alcohol. "An older policy, putting in a type of
person will bLJY some beer grandfather clause or
or a bottle (for us) arid we'll something that would enjust stay in ,th~ room and able those who cou Id
play cards or watch TV," legally drink for a while to
she said.
continue having the privilHedge said he resents ege now.
not being able to go to a
Jeff Pratt, Hoxie freshbar and have abeer, but he man, said despite the
is expected to fight in a war policy, he still drinks but
if the time ever came.
tries to avoid the bars that
"I don't know where they
d
g et off on saying that you car people as they walk
into the bar.
are old enough to go (to a
war) and be shot at, but
"I think, if anything, the
you aren't old go and make policy just caused more
your own decisions (about problems," Pratt said. "It
drinking)," he said.
. just made us all a bunch of
"I was able to drinkfor six criminals, because everyor seven months legally body's still drinking. Everyuntll they changed the body's still getting beer
drinking policy. I think that's one ",!ay or another."
Pratt said he has had
pretty stupid that they'd let
you have the privilege and friends who have been
then take it away," he said. asked to leave a bar beHedge said he believes a cause they were under
good solution to the aged.
problem would be to reexamine the drinking

'vf agazine

- 275

University provides
support for alcoholics
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Alcoholism has been classified as being a disease that
strikes many people. The disease can strike anyone,
anywhere, even at Fort Hays State.
Patricia Scott, university nurse, RN, said the problem was
no worse but no better here than on any other college
campus.

facility and then get it OKed by Dr. Jellison," she said.
A problem with this disease is it's complexity, Scott said.
What may make one person an alcoholic may do nothing to
another.
"The disease is so individualized," Scott said,'''some can
tolerate heavy drinking with no problems and some have
problems from the very beginning."
"There is more of an awareness of the problem now than
Symptoms of the disease are fairly common.
there used to be . Also drinking is becoming less
acceptable," she said.
"T h ere is a genetic tendency for it,"
Scott said most of the people she sees come to her or she said. "If your parents are alcoholics then you could
become one as well.
are referred to her by a residence hall, the Greeks or by the ' "Anti -social behavior, anger and withdrawal are all
office. of student
affairs.
. 'J
manifestations of the disease," she said. "Blackouts are
"When we get them it is because they are in trouble or also a sign."
have decided to change their lives," she said. "We usually
She also said that it was possible to be an alcoholic and
offer them support and then refer them on to a facility that not drink every day.
can help them."
"Some drink from Friday to Sunday and then spend the
One of the first things done by referral is an evaluation. week recovering from the drinking so that they can drink
This determines drinking habits and an overall pyscological again on the' next weekend," she said.
profile of the person.
"Everyone has to hit bottom before they can quit.
."Our goal is to be able to do evaluations here 0 n Bottoms differ fer different people," Scott said.
campus," Scott said.
"The alcoholic needs to realize that he can't socially drink
It is a lengthy process to get permission though.
.just because someone else can," she sald,
"We have to get prices for the evaluations, then find a - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. . . .- - - .

AA gives problem
drinkers a place to turn
Alcoholism. A disease
that affects some tn terrible
ways, sometimes doing
irreversible damage. -Anyone recognizing the damage it has done or is doing
to his life can come to
Alcoholics Anonymous for
support .
"A person is never cured
of the disease. A person
will spend a lifetime recovering from it," Patti
Scott, Fort Hays State
health nurse, said.
Scott is one of the
organizers and supporters
of the campus AA 0 rganization.

general, Scott said.
"When drinking, people
should know the fine line
of tolerance, but they
don't. Partying and deliberately crossing the line,
is where they get into
trouble . It would be a
wonderful life if everybody
knew what their line of
tolerance was, but nobody
really knows what it is each
for individual."
A person starts to drink
when they begin to have
problems. It's when they
loose their jobs, boy/girl
friends has been dumped,
family relations are strained
and social responsibility
suffers. This is the time
when they should come to
AA because that we're
here for.

"A lot of people who
come to AA are just fizzled
out on life. I have seen a
trend
going towards
younger people, mostly
college students, seeking
Scott said it is normal for
help at M ."
people to experiment with
Scott said that many drinking, but AA does
people drink socially, but promote education and rewhen the habit .go e s sponsibility about drinking
beyond that, people get and its hazards.
"At AA, most people get
into trouble. Many drink
just to get away from life in up and say their first names
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and say they are alcoholics.
Most are frighten and
upset when they do this.
Usually at the meeting,
they have reached a point
in their lives where they
recognize a problem. So
they pick a sponsor to talk
to.
Everything is kept
confidential," said Scott.
The AA concept is based
on a sharing program .
People wanting help get
peer counselors with similar problems. There is a
wide variety of people who
attend these meetings, so
everyone has a different
and unique experience to
share. This is also the time
when they make good
friends who are in the same
boat.
"We want the drinker to
feel like he is part of a family
-- a close knit family," Scott
said.
AA tries to help the
drinker confront the facts.
Everything is taught in a
positive way. AA leads the
drinker to see the problem
for themselves.

AA also has several
groups like Adult Children
of Alcoholics, a women's
group only.
"You don't have to be an
alcoholic to become a
member of the·group.· You
can know someone or live
with one.to be a member."
Scott said," Human's
drink to escape from reality
for a little while. It is a time
when they feel good about
themselves. Sometimes, it
takes over like a disease.
When that happens, the
body has a certain limit to
the alcohol it can accept.
When the manifestations
of all the problems in their
lives take over, we help
them to recover.
l
"One of the problems
with alcohol is that the
drinker is always re- '
covering. The person is
never cured. It is a forever
thing . People may say
they quit for a long time,
but it isn't so. Alcohol is
easy to get and will always
be there, Scott said.

I
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BACCHUS attempts
to educate students
In its third year as a campus organization, BACCHUS
has become a visible group at Fort Hays State.
BACCHUS, which stands for boost alcohol
consciousness concerning the health of university
. students, does not, contrary to some opinions, try to stop
students from drinking. 1
"We are here to encourage responsible drinking,"
Tobin Wright, president of the group said. "We are
concerned with health promotion ...the health of the
students . One of the goals of the organizations is to
provide alternatives."
Wright said he got involved in the organization by
accident.
"Two years ago I was talking to Alan Park (then
president of the group) and he said he was going to a
meeting," Wright said. "I was interested in what the group
did and so I went."
Park and three other people started the organization in
1983 to help educate FHSU students about alcohol.
Last year the group helped set up a Non-Alcohol Bar at
Wiest Hall. This year they have been active in several
areas of campus.
BACCHUS sponsored a booth at Oktoberfest and sold
non-alcoholic beverages, Oktoberfest mugs and
bierocks. They also sold a non-alcoholic beer called
Moussy in their booth.
We had different flavors," Wright said. "like strawberry
daiquiri and pina colada."
Later in the month BACCHUS had a display at Parent's
Day and distributed information at the Parent's Day fair. In
December they mailed a letter and a brochure called "Tips
On Sipping".
The brochure is ;:l ~:..;:"'iication of the national BACCHUS

organization. It contains information on how alcohol
affects people, tips on responsible drinking, tips on
planning a party with alternatives to alcohol, first aid for the
intoxicated and how to detect a drinking problem.
During spring enrollment Wright dressed up as the
Coors Beer Wolf and distributed literature to students as
they finished enrolling. Later in the spring BACCHUS, the
HPER, Forsyth Library and the Student Health Center
cooperatively purchased a film called "Choices" for the
use of FHSU students.
"The film is geared strictly to college students and deals
with responsible drinking," Wright said.
Wright said the film was shown three times during the
spring and is available through the library to any student
who is interested.
The final project of BACCHUS for the year was a fund
raising booth that sold snow cones at Hays Days. Wright
said the group does not receive funding from the
university and the only assistance they have received was
two years ago from the Ellis County Council on
Alcoholism.
"We get funding any way we can," Wright said. "Most of
the money we got from the county went into our booth at
Oktoberfest."
Wright said he feels the FHSU BACCHUS organization
has been effective.
"We must be doing something right," he said. "At the
mid-West regional conference this year, Jim Nugent
(director of housing and sponsor of BACCHUS) and I
were asked to be"on a panel discussion about what we do
here."

Members of
BACCHUS man 8
booth at sprin~
enrollment while
Tobin Wright,
president of the
group, looks on.
Wright dressed
up as the Corrs
Beer Wolf to
help increase
the awareness
of Fort Hays
State students
concerning
drinking. (photo
courtesy of
James Nugent)
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FHSU professor arrested
in cocaine investigation

A Fort Hays State as sociate professor of business, Dr. PhillpSturols.
was arrested and charged
with two counts of criminal
solicitation in March.
The arrest was a result of
a year-long drug investigation by the Ellis County
Sheriff's office and the
Kansas Bureau of Investigation. Former cou nty
attorney Bob Diehl was
also charged in the investigation.
Sturgis, aware of the
warrant for his arrest,
turned himself in.
Sturgis' las on an unpaid
leave of absence "for the
semester when the arrest
occurred. Dr. Rob e rt
Camp, dean of the school
of business, said he was
not surprised when he
heard that Sturgis had
been arrested. He also
would not .say why Sturgis
was on leave.
"I've heard his side of the
story," Camp said.
Camp said he could not
comment on what Sturgis
told him.
"I can't discuss p e rsonnel matters such as
this," Camp said.
Camp said he did not
think Sturgis status at
FHSU would be affected

by the arrest.
"Just being charged will
not affect him," Camp said.
"If he is convicted? I don't
know the answer to that. I
would probably have to
check the university
handbook and consult the
Board of Regent's attorney."
Dr. James Murphy, vice
president for academic '
affairs, also said the
university plans to take no
action in the matter.
"You have to understand
that he is innocent until
proven guilty," Murphy
said.
While Camp and Murphy
do not expect the university to officially react to
the charges a g a ins t
Sturgis, Camp is worried
about the effect the
charges will have on the
university's image.
"I'm a little concerned
about the consequences
of the bad publicity that
comes from being charged
whether they're guilty or
not," Camp said.
The charges against
Sturgis are listed as Class E
felonies. If he is convicted
he will face one to five
years in a state correctional
facility.

~

Fort Hays State associate professor of business, Dr. Philip
R. SturQis was arrested and charged in March with two counts
of criminal solicitation. The arrest was the result of a yearlong Investigation by the Ellis County Sheriff's office and the
Kansas Bureau of Investigation. (photo by Charlie Riedel,
Hays Daily News)

Fight song encourages campus drinking
"In heaven there is no
beer, that's why we drink it
here, cause when we're
gone from here, all our
friends will be drinking all
the beer."
The fight song "I n
Heaven There is no Beer,"
for years has been popular
with college students across the country -- Fort
Hays State is no exception.
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The fight song has been
a crowd favorite at FHSU
football and basketball
games.
"I think the fight song got
its popularity due to the
wide German population in
our area," Dr. Bill Jellison,
vice president for student
affairs, said. "Another reason it is so popular with college students is because

of the music."
The history of drinking
goes back to pre- revolutionary days at Harvard
University. At that time,
Harvard students had to
drink their alcohol secretly.
"It is a fact that college
youngsters across the nation are known for their wild
drinking," Jellison said.
"Generally, in our region,

and anywhere else, college students love to drink
beer and be able to brag
about it," he said.
The song was not as
popular at FHSU 10 years
ago as it is today. This is
mainly because of the
success of the liger
basketball team in the past
few years.
Due to the new drinking

PSA's battle against
drinking and driving
A while back, Congress began
discussing the banning of wine and
beer ads from broadcast media in
much the same way cigarette ads
were banned in the early '7Os.
In order to stop this actio n,
broadcasters voluntarily started a
public service announcement
campaign against driving drunk.
Bernie Brown, station manager of
KAYS-TV, is proud of the work
broadcasters have done in the area.
"I do not think Congress should be
allowed to regulate advertising," he
said, "but more important than that is
the thank-yous we have received
from many different groups for our
work in the driving drunk campaign."
More groups are becoming
involved as awareness of the PSA
campaign grows, Brown said.
"PSAs are provided by SADD and
MADD, as well as those we make on
our own," he said.
The station has received
comments from different people on
certain PSAs they noticed or those
that have affected them in some way.
''The most response, on a one-onone basis concern two PSAs," Brown
said.
"One is the ad that begins, 'When
you're dead at 17, you're dead at 17,'
the second is the one where the girl
is in a cemetery talking about the
night her twin brother died," he said.
Brown said while they air the PSAs
all day and during parts of prime time,
the target audience is the young
adult aged 18-25.
.
Susan NeuPoth, Hays senior, said
while she has noticed the PSAs, they
have had no real effect on her life.
"When I go out with a group, we
sort of designate a person to stay

laws on the FHSU campus,
some people have questioned the lyrics of the
song because they include
the drinking of beer.
".We really can't do anything about the students
singing the song when
they want to. They do it as
a anti-establishment thing,"
Jellison said . "We really
don't need the song, but it
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sober. The thing is we did this even block before I made him stop and I
before there was all the attention walked home," she said.
.
given to drunk driving there is now,"
The PSAs have made NeuPoth
she said.
realize the importance of education
She believes she was just as aware concerning alcohol.
of the problem before the drinking
"I think the whole issue has been
and driving campaign began.
. brought to the public's attention by
"I had a close friend in high school the PSAs," she said.
who was killed in an automobile wreck
"I think it points out that better
because of alcohol," NeuPoth said.' . training and better education for
She thought that was the thing students and people in general is '
people need to understand is the called for. This is what will do the most
consequences.
good. Certainly this would do more
"I think the focal point of the ads good than banning the alcohol
should be the consequences," she commercials," NeuPoth said.
said.
Darcy Woodham, Dighton senior,
"As a teen-ager you're not aware of thought TV needs to do more than
the consequences of drinking and just run PSAs.
driving until it's shoved in your face,"
''The programs TV airs along with its
she said.
advertising go hand in hand in giving
"Everyone says, 'it will never the allusion of glamour and drinking.
happen to me' until it does happen, They are two areas promoting the
or is brought home to you by same image," she said.
happening to someone you know,"
She also said the PSAs were too
NeuPoth said.
hard sell.
She also believes the older a
"The ads where the skeletal and
person gets, the more aware of the living hand grab each other just turn
consequences of driving drunk my kids off, they won't even listen to
people become.
. the ad," she said.'
"The thing to do as a teen-ager is
''The ones they do pay attention to
drink," she said.
are the ones with .sorne humor in
She also said if she saw a "don't them." Woodham said.
drink and drive" PSA on TV before . No matter what TV does though
she went out with friends she was the problem will still exist Woodham
more likely to insist someone should said.
stay sober . She could also identify
"The PSAs will bring about no big
with some of the PSAs.
change. They may make us all a little
"The Vern commercial where his .more aware of the problem, but as a
friend is trying to let him drive really whole I don't think they will change
does happen," NeuPoth said. "I've anything," she said.
tried to argue with someone who is
"Teen-agers will still go out and
drunk, trying to convince him to let drink. Only when we can get their
me drive.
peers to say 'don't drink and drive' will
"He sat on top of me until I let him any real change occur," Woodham
drive. We drove for about one half . said.

really doesn't hurt anything school," incoming stu that much.
dents expect a fight song
that
has something to do
"It's fun to see the
students support the ir with beer.
university, and naturally
when you have a party
you've got to have beer ,"
he said.
Jellison said because
FHSU is known to many
outsiders as a "party

"Many people say that
Hays is the 'beer capital of
the world,' so it only makes
sense that we would have
a beer song to go along
with it," Jellison said.
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Penalties are
severe for
drinking violations
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In July 1982 a drinking law went
into effect that would change the
lives of many Kansans.
The law stipulates, that if a driver is
caught under the influence of alcohol
or drugs (the alcohol content in the
blood must be .10 or above,) he will
be fined and, in some cases, receive
a jail term.
An offender on a first offense may
receive a minimum of 48 consecutive
days or a maximum of 6 months in jail.
If the court chooses, the defendant
may perform 100 hours of public
service.
The defendant will also have to pay
a mandatory fine which could range
from $200 to $500. In addition, the
defendant will have his license
suspended for one year or if he
decides to complete an educational
program appointed by the court, the
license will be suspended for 21
days.
If the court chooses, it may have
the defendant attend a 28-day
alcohol treatment program in a nearby
mental hospital. In most cases outpatient treatment is rare.
Almost all first time offenders of DUI
in Ellis County have entered into a
diversion agreement with the court
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An employee of OJ's Partytown checks the identification of customers
before allowinq them to enter the bar. (photo by Monty Davis)
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instead of being prosecuted.
A diversion program requires the
offender pay a $200 fine, $110 in
court cost, $110 for an alcohol abuse
evaluation and $80 to attend alcohol
information school. The offender also
must complete five sessions of the
alcohol information school during a 6month diversionary period.
After all the requirements are
completed the diversion wipes the
DUI from the offenders record. If the
offender is convicted of a second DUI
offenses, than the diversion is
treated as a first conviction and the
offender is sentenced for a second
conviction.
In a second offense, the defendant will recieve a minimum of 90
days or a maximum of one year in jail.
The defendant could be paroled, but
they are required to serve five days of
the jail sentence.
If placed on probation, the
defendant must enter and complete
a 28-day treatment program in a
mental hospital.
The offenders license will also be
suspended from 120 days to one
year or until completion of the
treatment program.
In a third subsequent conviction

J
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the defendant will serve either a
minimum of 90 days or one year in jail.
He will be fined a minimum of $1000
or a maximum of $2500. The driver's
license of the offender will be
revoked for a minimum of one year.
If the defendant commits the three
violations during a five year period,
he will be considered a habitual traffic
violator. This is a class E felony in
which the defendant must serve from
one to five years in jail.
The penalties for buying or selling
alcohol to a minor can result in either
a fine, suspension of license or both.
The Alcohol and Beverage Control
department of Kansas issues all
liquor license in the state. If a liquor
store or club is caught selling alcohol
to a minor, the ABC will fine the
offender up to $1000, depending
upon the, store's record, and will
revoke or suspend their license from
10 to 60 days.
If a liquor store is under suspicion
of selling alcohol to a minor.
The ABC officer will sit off to the
side of the building and if a customer
appears to be younger than the legal
age, the officer will pull the suspect
over, ask for identification. If the
buyer is under the legal drinking.age,

Enforcement and education
needed with new laws
College students and
drinking. The two seem to
go hand in hand.
Drinking is a symbol of
good times, but combine
this with driving and the
results can be dis as terous.
Each year, thousands of '
young people are killed
due to drinking and
driving.
The DUllaws are strict in
Kansas, and punishment
is severe if a person is
caught driving under the
influence of alcohol or '
drugs.
Since the drunk driving
law went into effect July 1,
1982, DUI convictions in
Hays have risenfrom 71 in
1981, to 118 in 1982. In
1985 the
number
dropped to 78.
Don
Police Capt.
Deines of the Hays Law
Enforcement Center, '
believes the rise in 0 UI
convictions came from a

greater enforcement of
the law.
"We're above average in
DUI convictions per capita.
The officers are enforcing
the laws more. Were not
.picking on people, 'were
just doing our job more
thoroughly," he said.
An officer will usually
look for certain te Iitale
signs, when spotting a
DUI suspect. (1) If the
driver is driving unusually
slow or fast, (2) If the driver
is not stopping at a stop
sign or is crawling through
a stop sign, (3) If the driver
is dodging vehicles and
(4) if the driver does not
have his lights on at night.
"The officer will usually
follow along, long enough
to find out what the driver
.is capable of doing. If, in
his mind, the driver is
under the influence, the

the ABC will proceed with fining the
offender and liquor store owner..
Since the new drinking age law
went into effect July 1, 1985, bars
and tavern owners are taking extra
precautions to enforce the law.
According to Jon Schmidt, coowner of OJ's Partytown, to enforce
the law he has had to increase his
staff considerably.
"Right now we have eight people
on the floor, which is a real big
expense. But basically we try to catch
violators at the door. You really have
to have a good door person," he
said.
Unlike most bars in Hays, OJ's.
allows 18-year olds in, but they're
here just to dance and not to drink.
"We allow the 18-year olds to come
in, if they are caught violating the law,
we ask them to leave," Schmidt said.
The owners of the Riedel liquor
store at 8th and Fort have posted
warnings
to
customers
about
prosecution
if they are caught
attempting to purchase
alcohol.
(photo by Monty Davis)
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the suspected offender
over, he will then ask for a
drivers license and smell
for any alcoholic beverage
on the offender's breath.
If the officer believes
the suspect may nee d
further testing he will ask
the driver to perform
several tests, including :
walking and turning,
putting his finger on his
nose, standing stationary
on one foot, and a
balance test.
When
testing
is
finished, the suspect may
be arrested and taken to
the Law Enforcement
Center.
Upon arriving, the
offender again performs
the tests on video tape.
Then the offender is
asked to take a breath and
blood test. If the alcohol
content is .10 percent or
over, the offender is
automaticallycharged with
DUI.
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Deines feels the only
way to really enforce DUI
laws is with stricter
penalties and education.
"If I could have it my way
the offender on the first
conviction would have
their license suspended
for a year. On a second
conviction, he would sent
off to a work camp
somewhere . This would
go for everybody -lawyers, doctors, whoever," he said.
Throughout the nation
organizations, such as
MADD (Mothers Against
Drunk Driving) and SADD
(Students Against Drunk
Driving), are promoting
drunk driving awareness,
with education.
"All we really can do is
educate. Through education we can cut down on
the number of convictions," Deines said.

